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                    VISITOR COMMENTS 

 

ñWe were here a long time ago in costume  

NVCWR.  Love it here!          Carson City 

 

ñFantastic!ò           Germany 

  

ñLove it a lot. Want to come everyday!ò 

             Fallon 

ñWonderful Exhibits!ò  

                                                 Washington 

ñLovely day. Lots of rocks!ò 

              Maryland 

ñWhy does this place have a bunch of old 

stuff?ò 

                                                    T. Mack 

ñOn honeymoon.ò 

                                             J & Kris York 

  MUSEUM VISITORS 

Nov.ï 995        Dec.ï 2,223         Jan.-  713 
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Las Vegas 

Silver Springs 

S. Lake Tahoe 

Sun Valley 

Washoe City 

Yerington 

International 
Australia, Germany 

New Zealand,  Switzerland 

    Churchill County History Quiz 
    Question: Churchill County was created  

     by a territorial act on what date? 

    __________________________ 
   Look for the answer in the spring edition of this news  

   letter. 
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Answer to last issue's history question: 

The naval ship U.S.S. Churchill County - designated LST-583

(tank landing ship). She was 328 ft. long, 51 ft. wide and was one 

of 1,051 LSTs constructed in WWII. 

Churchill County Museum Association welcomes our returning 

and newest members!   

John Balliette, Debra J. Collins, Emi K. Horikawa, Meghan Jackson, Nobie Kito, Ann Koza, Eleanor 

Lockwood, Cindy Loper, Michon Mackedon & Family, Robin Michael, Mike Mitchelle, Rich Webberson & 

Barbara Pargament , Roy Sagraves, Ronald Shane, Gilbert & Donna Strickland, Ronald A. & Nancy Ward. 

http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/misc/usa/usa-map-flag.png


IN MEMORY 
 The Churchill County Museum has received memorials in the memory of the following people:  

 

 

Doris Joann Barredo  Beckie Bartel  Alice Byrd Brinsko (100) 

Samuel Grant Broyles, Sr.  Virgil Michael Getto Evelyn Walker Locke 

Gladys Matson Frankie Miller Barbara ñBobbieò Burris Veach 

  Lois Vicks    

 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTORS  
The Churchill County Museum thanks the following people who have sent memorial  

contributions in memory of their families and loved ones. Our ñMemorial Bookò is a  

perpetual ñIn Memoryò and is enjoyed daily by our visitors: 

 

 

 

Dick and Paulie Alles 

Margaret Allyn 

Dr. Ray Ansotequi 

Ed and Norine Arciniega 

Pat Boden 

Edwin and Regina Brush 

Dean Byrd 

John and Roseann Carpenter 

John and Andra Carter 

William and Valerie Christoph 

Cloverleaf Club 

Bill and Bunny Corkill 

Ted deBraga 

Merton and Paula Domonoske 

Michelle Dondero 

Alice Bass Fisher 

Kathryn Fisler 

Bill and Diana Ford 

Jackie Stark Gladwill 

Harrison family 

Dale and Carol Hendrick 

Jesse Hernandez 

Diane Coverston Hicks 

Betty Jacobsen 
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 Nancy Janess 

 Sheree Lyn Jensen 

 Don Johnson 

 John and Inez Lambert 

 David and Nancy Matzen 

 Ronald and Sherry Merling 

 Joe and Kathleen Miller 

 Bartley and Jo OôToole 

 Bob and April Oakden 

 Douglas and Anne Osgood 

 James and Margaret Perazzo 

 Jane Randall 

 Julie Arciniega Richards 

 Dixie Fritz Rueda 

 Clyde and Joyce Stark  

 Jim and Elaine Starr 

 Kelly and Yvonne Arciniega Sutherland 

 Deana Terrell, 

 Larry and Jo Ellen Osgood Tianen 

 Philip and Waynette Tresher, 

 Maria Trukenbolz - M-T Management 

 Robert Vicks 

 Ronald Wolfson 

          Bonnie York 



 

 From My Deskéé.. 

By Donna Cossette 

Churchill County Museum Administrator 

Notesééé 

By Bob Getto 

Churchill  County Museum Board President 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Do you know about web site design? 

Do you have skills in desktop publishing? 

Do you love the challenge of coordinating museum events? 

 

 The Churchill County Museum Associations loves its volunteers! Whether it just 1 hour per week or more, if 

you want to be absorbed into local history, the Museum is the place to be. Volunteer by yourself! Volunteer with a 

friend! Make it fun and make it what you want it to beé itôs your museumé the citizens of Churchill County. 

 Board Member Opportunities too: The Churchill County Museum Association is also looking for three public 

spirited individuals who would like to join the Board of the Museum Association. The members of the Board meet 

monthly, on the third Monday of each month. The Board consists of 12 volunteers, and the Board purpose is varied, and 

includes, but is not limited to, ñthe promotion of public interest in the history and cultural heritage of the State of Neva-

da and Churchill County, and to enlist pubic support in the participation and the collection and the preservation of arti-

facts relating to the Museum.ò 

 The Museum is seeking interested souls until Monday, April 10th. Applications for service are available at the 

Museum front desk. Think about joining the Board! Itôs important, meaningful, and fun. Itôs your Museum! 
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 Well, we survived the holidays! We were really hoping in December to start off the month with the Lights of Christmas 

annual Christmas tree decorating and auction, followed by another wonderful performance of the popular Lahontan Valley Concert 

Choir and a fabulous performance by the Tintabulations, Handbell Ensemble.  

 The community enjoyed the use of the museum facilities to host their private events. Special thanks to the Hospital Ladies 

Auxiliary, New Frontier, Ash Family Baby Shower & the Horsemanôs. 

 The Churchill County Museum was the proud recipient of the Fallon Auto Mallôs ñ2014-Pay It Forward Programò award in 

the sum of $750. Bob Getto, President of the CCMA Board, John Tewell, board member  and I accepted the check. Proceeds will go 

toward the new exhibits in the Childrenôs Discovery Museum.  

 Over the past several weeks, volunteers Walter Cossette and Johnny Ash have been diligently constructing a new Telegraph 

Exhibit that will be placed in the Childrenôs Discovery Room.  

 The museum enjoyed hosting a wonderful photo exhibit provided by Edith Isodoro-Mills entitled, ñNature Through the Sea-

sons.ò 

 The museum staff enjoyed ñYou Canôt Do That At work, Anti-Harassmentò training provided by PERS this past month. We 

are excited to welcome our newest staff member Katherine Weaver as our new Education Curator.  

      Churchill County has now equipped all their facilities with an AED automated external defibrillator machine. Special 

thanks to Churchill County Building and Grounds for the installation of the new device. We hope we will never need it. 

  We are excited about our upcoming new exhibits and events over the next few months. There is much to do here at the mu-

seum. We are a proud sponsor of Live Local, so donôt forget to ask to get your Live Local book stamped.  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with sorrow that we announce the resignation of three Museum Association Board of Trustees 

Members: Skip Carrica, Scott & Pam Thompson. They have all generously volunteered their time, enthusi-

asm and energy to the Museum Board.  

Skip Carrica has dedicated her time as Board of Trustee since June 2006. She has resigned her posi-

tion this past December stating, ñI would like to spend more time working with quilting (my passion) and 

traveling with my family.ò Skip has graciously continued to serve as a museum volunteer since her resigna-

tion. She serves  as the museumôs Accession Committee Member and continues to play a key role in coordi-

nating and promoting the annual Ladies Luncheon. 

Upon her retirement from the Churchill County School District, Pam Beeghly Thompson has served 

as a board member since 2008. She had originally dedicated her service ñto following  in the footsteps of my 

grandfather, Sam Beeghly, one of the original founders of the museum in 1968.ò She has been prominent in 

establishing and promoting the annual Ladies Luncheon and editing the MuseNews newsletter. 

Scott Thompson became a board member in 2013. He has shared his creative artistic genius with the 

museum and community in a myriad of ways. He painted the Bull Durham Bull on the east side of the 

Woodliff  Building and  the Holstein cow mural in the Ag Display. He recreated Fort Churchill in the Pony 

Express Display. He designed advertising signs and flyers for upcoming events at the museum. He edited  

the MuseNews newsletter with his special flair. 

  The Museum Board of Trustees and staff are sad to see everyone go. We wish Skip, Scott & 

Pam the best in all their future endeavors. Again, we thank them for their generous contributions over the 

past years and wish them well.  

[ŜƊ ǘƻ wƛƎƘǘΥ {Ŏƻǧ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ WŜƴƴƛŜ aŀŘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ ¢ŜǿŜƭƭΣ {ǳŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎΣ /ŀǊƭ 9ǊǉǳƛŀƎŀΣ {ƪƛǇ /ŀǊǊƛŎƛŀΣ wƻƴ CǊƛǘŎƘŜǊΣ tŀƳŜƭŀ 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ !ƴƴ wŀǇǇΣ .ǊǳŎŜ aƛƭƭǎ ϧ .ƻō DŜǧƻΣ WǊΦ 

aŀǊŎƘ мǎǘ  ǘƘǊǳ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ  олǘƘ 
/ƭƻǎŜŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ-{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ млΥлл ŀƳτрΥлл ǇƳ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ  млΥ-лл ŀƳτоΥлл ǇƳ 

3ÕÍÍÅÒ (ÏÕÒÓ 
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 Spotlight On   Robert ñBobò Domantay

      Museum Volunteer 

       A new addition to our volunteer staff is Robert ñBobò Domantay. Bob came to Fallon a 

few months ago, arriving this October from San Diego, and the first thing he did was to look 

for a volunteer home. The museum was the lucky winner. You can find him most days hidden 

away in the Book Scanning section where he is diligently working to digitally preserve Fal-

lonôs old newspapers.  

 Bob, a native of Chicago, IL, grew up in southern California. He enlisted in the U.S. 

Army and did a couple of overseas tours, including time in Germany/Europe and also in Iraq. 

After his time in the army, he moved to the Tacoma-Seattle area and entered private life but 

eventually returned to the San Diego region where his family lives. His recent move to Fallon 

was encouraged by a friend who recommended our area. Bob says he really likes the people 

and the small town atmosphere he has found here. 

 He is an outdoor enthusiast and looks forward to the day when he can get up into the 

Sierra for a bit of hiking ï or out into the desert to explore the far reaches of our northern Ne-

vada expanse.  

 Bob is also an avid historian and is enjoying reading about Fallonôs history as he steadi-

ly scans our old newspapers. And while his efforts focus on helping in the Photo Department, 

Bob fills in as needed in almost any capacity.  The cheerful attitude and attention to detail that 

he brings to his projects at the museum, are much appreciated.  

    We welcome Katherine Weaver to our staff at the Churchill County Museum. She has 

lived in Nevada for 25 years and has taught since 1991 in the private and public sector. Her 

expertise in History and Writing is emphasized by her authorship of historical novels and her 

Nevada short story collections. She has studied film composing and editing at NYU in New 

York City. She is enthusiastic about combining all of her career experience and skills and uti-

lizing them in serving the people of Churchill County. 

      Spotlight On       Katherine Weaver 

           Educational Curator 
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Performance Sunday, May 3 at 1:00 p.m. 

How the West was Rung - Tintabulations Handbell Ensem-

ble. Classical, jazz and pop tunes are all part of the concert as 

well as impressive original works for bells written by some of 

the world's foremost handbell composers. Performing on 120 

bells and chimes, the 15 talented musicians that comprise 

Tintabulations prove that bell ringing can be entertaining year 

round. 
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The Nevada Desert Bighorn Sheep 

 
A Wildlife Conservation Success Story 

By Carl Erquiaga 

 In 2013 Nevada Wildlife Record Book Committee member Tom Lammel approached the Churchill 

County Museum Association Board with a proposal from the Committee to create a display, at no cost to the muse-

um, that would depict Nevadaôs state animal, the Desert Bighorn Sheep. It would also honor the small group of local 

sportsmen who worked hard to provide funding to the Nevada Department of Wildlife in order to make it possible to 

reintroduce the desert bighorn to historic range in the Stillwater Mountains of Churchill County. 

 According to historic documents and studies, prior to arrival of 18th century settlers, bighorn sheep were 

once plentiful in the western states and occurred in many mountain ranges throughout Nevada. Bighorns, by nature, 

occur in steep areas of the mountains that are geologically conducive to mineralization, and therefore mining. Big-

horns were hunted extensively for food by miners and others. In the late 1800ôs, as agriculture became an important 

industry, tens of thousands of domestic sheep were brought west and grazed most of the same mountain ranges occu-

pied by bighorn sheep. These domestic sheep carried diseases they had evolved with and had resistance to. The wild 

bighorns however, had not evolved with those diseases and therefore were susceptible to them. Exposure to these 

diseases led to large scale die-offs of bighorn sheep and a steady population decline throughout the west. This phe-

nomenon was not unlike that experienced when European settlers inadvertently brought disease to the New World 

such as smallpox or measles.  

 Due to a combination of these and other events, by the mid 1900ôs bighorn sheep were all but eliminated 

from much of their historic range throughout the west. Remnant populations persisted at low levels in a few central 

and southern Nevada mountain ranges. 

 In the early 1950s, then Nevada Fish and Game held a few small, token hunts for bighorns in Nevada in rem-

nant herds that had a surplus of mature rams. That type of hunt brought to the forefront the desire of sportsmen to 

have more hunting opportunity. In the 1960ôs Nevada Fish and Game began, on a very limited scale, they released   

few bighorn into unoccupied habitat. Some of those areas included Mount Grant near Walker Lake, Sheldon Ante-

lope Refuge, Santa Rosa Mountains in Humboldt County and Stonewall Mountain near Goldfield.  These attempts 

had limited and varied success. As is often the case, funding was a limiting factor for the program.  

  In the late 1970s, Department of Wildlife began inventorying and prioritizing mountain ranges that had the 

potential for reintroducing and re-establishing populations of bighorn sheep in historic habitat. The Stillwater Moun-

tains ranked high on the list of potential release sites. When some local Churchill County sportsmen heard about this 

plan, they volunteered to raise money to accelerate the effort. In 1979, a crab feed banquet was held in Fallon and 

attended by local hunting enthusiasts. The group was known as the Stillwater Range Desert Bighorn Fund. Approxi-

mately $4000 was raised that first year. The money was donated to the Department of Wildlife (NDOW) and specifi-

cally earmarked for the sheep program. NDOW used federal Pittman-Robertson monies to match it and turned the 

$4000 into $16,000.             

 On July 21, 1981 the dream of these visionaries became a reality with the release of 20 desert bighorns, cap-

tured from the Lake Mead Recreation Area into the Stillwater Mountains. This release was done at the mouth of 

Coyote Canyon on the east side of the Stillwaters in Dixie Valley. Over the years since, there have been six more 

releases in the Stillwater Mountains. At first, the population struggled because they were brought from an area with 

basically no predators to an area with an established mountain lion population. The bighorns provided an easy alter-

native prey for the lions. After these initial struggles, the population of bighorns reached a threshold that could sus-

tain the predation and currently numbers approximately 250 animals. The bighorns have afforded modest and closely 

monitored hunting opportunities since about 1986. Subsequent releases of bighorns in other Churchill County moun-

tain ranges have also been very successful. Currently there are upwards of 1100 bighorn sheep in Churchill County 

where previous to 1981 there were none.  
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 The Stillwater Range Desert Bighorn Fund later became the Fallon 

Chapter of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited and has held a fundraising banquet 

every year since. Original members, as noted on our new bighorn sheep 

display, were Ron Biggs, Ike Hiibel, Dwayne Jackson, Bruce Kent, Al 

Martinez, Ben Peck, Phil Renshaw, Doug Van Meter and Phil Zamora. 

Spin-off groups from this initial effort include the Reno Chapter of Nevada 

Bighorns Unlimited, Elko Bighorns Unlimited and the Midas Chapter of 

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited. Other sportsmenôs groups that have been in-

strumental in re-establishment efforts include Fraternity of the Desert Big-

horn, Wild Sheep Foundation (formerly Foundation for North American 

Wild Sheep), Grand Slam-Ovis and Mineral County Sportsmenôs Club. 

 With the assistance of groups like these, the Nevada Department of 

Wildlife has been able to re-establish three subspecies of bighorn sheep to 

mountain ranges all over Nevada. Statewide population estimate that for the Desert, Rocky Mountain and California 

subspecies of bighorns in 1979 was approximately 3700 sheep combined. That estimate increased in 2013 to 11,260. In 

that time period, approximately 3200 bighorns have been relocated to various Nevada mountain ranges. Literally mil-

lions of dollars from these sporting organizations have gone into this effort. The Nevada Department of Wildlife, Bu-

reau of Land Management, US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service have all worked cohesively toward this 

effort.  

 Over the years, a secondary, but parallel water develop-

ment program has been created to support the bighorns and other 

wildlife in Nevadaôs arid desert mountains. The developments or 

catchments, commonly called ñguzzlersò, dot the map throughout 

much of Nevada and are key to the health of the bighorn herds. 

There are currently 15 or so of these guzzlers in Churchill County 

benefitting bighorn sheep. All of these were built using donated 

money and volunteer time from these organizations. These efforts 

have not been without challenges; many still remain. The most 

obvious one is the every present threat of disease transmission 

from domestic sheep to bighorns. Policies continue to develop 

regarding spatial distribution, buffer zones and whether unoccu-

pied habitat is suitable due to proximity to domestics.   

 The goal is to maintain the successes we have enjoyed 

with our bighorn populations and not allow history to repeat itself 

with large scale die-offs and declines. Blood testing on bighorns 

is a valuable tool in analyzing risks and disease events. Again, it 

is Nevada sportsmen who step forward to fund most of those ef-

forts.  

 Preservation of the species, as well as recreational use, 

has been secured by this program. The increased opportunity for both consumptive and non-consumptive users has in-

creased dramatically. Bighorn sheep can now be observed in many areas that were very recently devoid of our State 

Animal. Hunting opportunity has more than quadrupled since those initial 1950s hunts. One might say the bighorn 

sheep re-establishment program in Nevada has been one of the most successful wildlife conservation victories of mod-

ern times. 

 You are invited to come and see the new display at the Churchill County Museum and listen to the short narra-

tive. If you would like more information on where to view and enjoy bighorns or how to help with this continuing ef-

fort please email: Fallon_NBU@live.com or contact Carl Erquiaga at Bighorns@hotmail.com. 

 

 Carl is a Churchill County Commissioner and a Churchill County Museum Board Member. 
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From the Research Curator 

Bunny Corkill 

 

 

 

 Thank You: Deana Merling Terrell for giving the Research Department of CCM a generous 

donation for helping her to consolidate and preserve the minutes, correspondence and scrapbooks of the Fal-

lon chapter of the American Association of University Women. The records have been placed in the muse-

um archives for safe keeping and can be looked at upon request by visitors.  

 

 Thank You: Jacques Neunier of Quebec, Canada, for sending $100.00 to the Research Depart-

ment in appreciation of the research done on his relatives Joseph Zephyr Beaumier and family who lived at 

Chalk Wells Station. 

 

 Thank You: Christine Miller, former Fallon BLM representative, who now lives in Billings, 

Montana, for remembering the museum staff with her annual FIGIôS box of goodies. 

 

 Dr. Elwood L. Schmidt: NEVADA EMS   A 

History of Emergency Medical Services in Nevada 
 

 Dr. L. Schmidt, a Nevada resident and ñcow 

county rural health providerò since 1995, at the urging 

of his wife Nancy, has published an amazing new 

book focusing upon the history of EMS development 

in Nevada. The book is filled with fascinating photos 

captured by John Kasinger, M. Photog. Cr. 

 

 Dr. Schmidt spent over eighteen months, trav-

eling the width and breadth of the Silver State re-

searching the volunteer and paid emergency respond-

ers. On his visit to the museum he was filled with awe 

at the proficiency, dedication, and enthusiasm of 

Churchill Countyôs volunteer firemen and ambulance 

crews. In NEVADA EMS he has published interviews 

with Darrell Rechel, Lynne Smith, Dr. Kurt Carlson, 

and Former Sheriff William Lawry.  

 

      

We have a copy here in the reference library for viewing on the premises. 

  

 Gage T. Smith of Wellington, Nevada, has been researching the eastern part of Churchill 
County for a travel blog that he enjoys sharing with the world. His interests have centered upon Middlegate 

Station and the folks who are associated with the ownership of the station and upon the Campbell Creek 

Ranch area - George Buzanesô Camp in particular. The senior Mr. Buzanes was a prospector who immigrat-

ed to Nevada from Greece. George Jr. [1896-1967], a nephew, was a colorful, hermit type character who 

lived at the camp to the southwest of Campbell Creek Ranch and depended upon his good natured neighbors 

to keep him in food and supplies. Gage is planning another trip out to that area come ñthe spring thaw.ò  
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 Mary Walker Foster, local  renowned photographer and icon, had a niece and nephew named 

Jim and Kathleen Pettit. Years passed, and as with many families their paths failed to cross. During this past 

year, we have been able to reunite Kathleen Chiti who lives in Milan, Italy, and Jimôs widow, Kamolthip 

Pettit, who lives in Thailand. Thip traveled to Italy and Fallon - Kathleenôs grandson traveled to Bangkok ï 

a lovely family once again enjoying a beautiful friendship.  

 With the closing out of 2014, we have been busy indexing and storing away the death, birth, 

and marriage records that have been gathered over the past year for future genealogical use. Nevadaôs Ses-

quicentennial historical publications have been properly boxed and put into the Archives storage for future 

research purposes. 

During the spring of 2014 Mona Reno and Gwen Clancy travelled to 

Fallon to video and record the life stories of nine Churchill County women to be 

included in the Nevada Sesquicentennial Women of Diversity Project.  

The resulting book, NEVADA WOMENôS LEGACY   -  150 YEARS 

OF EXCELLENCE,  featuring ladies from all 17 Nevada counties, has been 

published and may be viewed at the museum research library and the Fallon 

Public Library. It may also be ordered by visiting nevadawomensvirtu-

alcenter.org  and clicking on the Donate tab. The Women of Diversity Pro-

ject organization is asking for financial support in order to reproduce the 300 

plus videos that were recorded so that they can be distributed around the state.  

 

Tour Hidden Cave  
 The Churchill County Museum, Carson City District and the Bureau of Land Management welcome you 
to a tour of Hidden Cave. "Hidden Cave" was named because of the difficulty in finding its small opening. 
 Hidden Cave Tours are offered to the public on the second and fourth Saturdays of each month. The 
Churchill County Museum opens at 9am on these Saturdays, and the tour starts here where you can enjoy the 
Hidden Cave display at the museum. Meet the BLM guide at the museum at 9:30am, and watch a short video on 
the history of Hidden Cave. At 10am, caravan out to the cave site for your tour. No reservations are needed, and 
the tour is FREE! 
 Dress appropriately for the weather, and wear sturdy walking shoes. The trip up the hill is about 1/4 mile, 
and the trail is not handicapped accessible. This tour is not suitable for young children because of its length and 
the climb up the hill. There are restrooms and picnic sites available at Grimes Point, 1.5 miles from the cave area 
parking lot. 
 Special tours of twelve or more people may be ar-
ranged by contacting the museum at 775- 423-3677. 
There is a charge of $1 per person (or a minimum of $20) for 
special tours. 
 For further information about Hidden Cave, we rec-
ommend reading The Archaeology of Hidden Cave, Nevada, 
Vol. 61: Part 1, edited by David Hurst Thomas. The book was 
published by the Anthropological Papers of the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York in 1985. 
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 From Photograph Curator 
                        Barbara Hodges     

 Requests this quarter have been wide-ranging and diverse as always. To describe a few of the requests and their 

ultimate use:  

(1) Local photographer Luis Ramirez asked for old photos of downtown Maine Street. In his entry for the CC Com-

munications Telephone Directory, he combined an older photograph with todayôs view of the same place to cre-

ate a one-of-a-kind photograph (see back of this newsletter) The photo was selected Second Place in the phone 

book contest but we think itôs over-the-top; 

(2) U.C. Davis requested a picture of a Wuzzie George Tule duck that will soon grace a new exhibit on campus;  

(3) Fallon Theater images are be a part of a promotion to that local landmark 

 However, the absolute highlight of this quarter came from two special visitors. But before I tell you about the 

visitors, let me give you a little history. . . 

 Some years ago, I wrote or rather I compiled a story for In Focus about one of Fallonôs WWII Gold Star Moth-

ers, Beulah Weaver Inman. Her son, Ira, was captured and died on Bataan in 1941/42. Mrs. Inman wrote to her son eve-

ry week for almost two years although her letters were never answered and she had no idea if he was living or dead. 

Those letters, eventually returned to her as ñUndeliverableò by the U.S. government, told the story of steadfast love, 

enduring hope, and just sheer guts. I so admired Beulah for her fortitude and bravery. Through those letters I learned a 

bit about Ira and his growing up years, about the family here on the Homefront, and about the community of Fallon in 

the 1940s. This is what I shared with you in that In Focus volume. 

 Imagine my delight when Beulahôs daughter, Aleita Inman Gridley, and granddaughter, Anita Gridley Falen, 

visited the museum. Aleita, now in her 90s, had wanted to make a trip to visit her old home in Fallon ï a wish her 

daughter eagerly fulfilled by driving her down from Idaho where the family now lives. While they were here, Aleita and 

Anita, visited the old homestead(s), spent time with family still in the area, and stopped here to look through old news-

papers, get copies of family photographs from our photo collection, and read Beulahôs letters for themselves.  

 Aleita is a past member of the museum, and Anita just joined our association. They both were eager to support 

the museum and help identify people in the old family photograph albums that we have. They spent two day and many 

precious hours on that project. Aleita, with the consent of Museum Administrator Donna Cossette, opened several of the 

letters in the Inman-Weaver collection. These letters Beulah had apparently not had the heart to open. The museum staff 

had left ñas isò rather than make any changes to the collection. It was a long, and I suspect difficult, walk down memory 

lane for Aleita, but she is just as brave and gritty as was her mother. Their story, the story of all those who live through 

war, is one we should all keep in mind as we send our boys off to fight. 

 I am so blessed that I got a chance to meet this wonderful family ï who, incidentally, subsequently sent photo-

graphs from the Philippines of the cemetery and and headstone, where Pvt. Ira Inman, is buried ï among the other Ba-

taan/Philippine war dead.  

 And so the story has come full circle. Thank you Aleita. 
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Fallon Lights of Christmas   
 
 Fallon Lights of Christmas would like to thank each and every one of you for your generous support. 
Without you we would not be able to buy toys for the Toys for Tots program. Thank you to all who sponsored 
a tree and those who decorated a tree.  The winners of the 2014 tree awards goes to: 
 
Lights of Christmas Winners:  
1st Medicine Shoppe, Angel Tree Award $300 
2nd Churchill County Museum, Most Creative use of Lights $200 
3rd de Golyer Hose Training, Peopleôs Choice Award $100 
4th Humbolt Shreaders, Ho Ho Ho Award Plaque 
5th Town & Country Grooming, Charlie Brown Award Plaque 
6th Pop Warner, Most Original Award Plaque 
7th Louieôs Home Center, Best in Business Spirit Award Certificate 
8th Fallon Tea Party, Best Christmas / Traditional Theme Certificate 
 
Honorable Mention: Friends & Family Resources, Nevada Rubber Nuggets, Stuff & Such, CEF Child 
Evangelism, Walker Lake Disposal, CEDA, Domestic Violence Intervention, Soroptimist of Fallon, CAPS 
New Frontier Treatment Center, Toys for Tots Group, Care Net, Churchill Community Coalition, Thrifty 
Finds, E-Zee Auto Sales, Rite A Way Auto Credit & Lease, Re/Max Connection, Honea Insurance, Fallon 
Chamber of Commerce, Rent a Center, Fallon Tea Party, Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, Relay for Life, Papa 
Murphyôs, Dairy Farmers of America, Security Finance, The Homestead, Churchill County Republican Cen-
tral Committee. 
 
Special Thanks to: Santa Clause & the Grinch, the three judges, Colorado TBC, 3-Dimension Shipping, 
Helpers Russell Peterson & James Hurlburt, Mark Hammon, City of Fallon, Reno Chamber, Orchestra, Lahon-
tan Valley Choir, Fallon Physical Therapy, Fallon Motel 6, Western Nevada Title, Stillwater Fire Arms, Les 
Schwab, VA Clinic Fallon, Financial Horizons Credit, Range Magazine, Ottôs Farm Equipment, Pizza Hut, 
Crown Collision Center, Any Time Fitness, Fallon Convention Center, JD Slingerôs American Legion Hall, Jo 
JOIN, Job Connect & VOC Rehab, Capital Cab Company, Reno Aces, Doreenôs Desert Rose Florist, Fernley 
Estates, Country Fair, The Depot, Big, Pine Nut Livestock Supplyôs, Highland Village Manor, Pizza Factory, 
Nothing To It!, El Dorado Hotel & Casino, Atlantis Casino, Etched in Stone, Black Bear Diner. 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

March 21st 

11:00 am to 3:00 pm , Native American Art Show,  members of the Great Basin Native 

Artist alongwith other local arts will  ñWowò you with their wonderfully crafted works of 

art. The exhibit will run through March 21st to April 30th. 

March 28th 

1:00 pm to 4:00 pm,  Atalatl Demonstration by Bob Kitch. Learn the  history of this  prim-

itive  weapon, its many different forms, and throwing techniques. 

May-June 

Spring Lecture Series, presenters to be announced.  On Tuesdays May 19th & 26th, June 

2nd & 9th.  

May 2nd 

11:30 am our Ladies Luncheon, ñThe Lady of the House.ò  Tickets are $25.00 and include 

lunch, music, silent auction and raffle! 

May 3rd 

1:00 p.m. Tintabulations, Handbell Ensemble Spring Concert 

May 7th-9th 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, 4-H Club members will be at the library and museum to present 

S.T.E.M. activities and craft projects to area youth.  

May 14th 

Lahontan Valley Concert Choir at 7:00 p.m. 

June 11th  

Churchill County Museum Association Annual Meeting. 
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 Nevada is commonly known for quite a number of historical things: we are the Silver State, we are 

Battle Born, the State Legislature legalized boxing in 1897, and the first Lady, Patricia Nixon, was born in 

White Pine County.  The other side of that coin (and there is always the flip side), we were known for quickie 

divorces, mob invested casinos, and of course, we are still the only U. S. state with legalized prostitution.  

 Prostitution remains legal in 13 Nevada counties and as of 2013 there were only eight legal brothels in 

operation. The Churchill County Museum has many excellent lectures about some of Nevadaôs more promi-

nent and influential people, both men and women.   

      Why then, do I propose to present ñThe Lady of the House ï a review of madams and their brothels?ò  

Curiosity ï yes. Change in occupation ?ï emphatically NOT. Historical interest ï definitely! 

 Some of the original brothels remain in existence, some have been left to rot in time, some have been 

rehabilitated into museums or upscale restaurant/bars, and some have returned to private residences.  In that 

case, to look at them today, you would not believe that they existed in the realm of sin. 

 The Lady of the House currently is schedule for May 2nd. The presentation should be a fun and defi-

nitely different program.  I promise to make it as tastefully entertaining as possible.  However, I do ask that no 

one under 13 years of age attend due to the nature of the program. So, watch your step.  Keep your wits about 

you, you will need them. 

 

Jennie is a Churchill County Board Member since 2013 and serves as the Board Secretary. She has recently 

retired from the State of Nevada Division of Welfare. 

 The Lady of the House 
by Jennie Mader 

2015 Great Basin Native American Art Show 

 

Reception: 

  Saturday, March 21st  

11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Enjoy music, meet the artist or pur-

chase a piece to add to your collection! 

 

Exhibit runs thru April 30th  
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 Ladies Luncheon 
āThe Lady of the 
W~¥£tĂ 

A tasteful and entertaining look at NevadaĴs   
Madams and their Houses. 

Saturday, May 2nd 
11:30 am 

At the Museum. 

Ticket price is $25.00.  No tickets sold at the door. This  

luncheon benefits the museumôs programs and projects. 

Silent Auction 

& Raffle 

Call (775) 423-3677 for tickets and information. Space is limited! 

Musical Entertainment  

by Kathy Hull and Dave Marino. 

Luncheon Menu : Spinach Quiche * Vegetable Lasagna * Pasta Salad 

* Green Salad * Desert Tray * Sparkling Cider * Water * Coffee 



 

Until 1860, the earliest settlers in Churchill County 

had few choices except to use their own family medicinal 

concoctions and remedies in dealing with illness and pain. 

There is little recorded history telling of any doctors in the 

immediate neighborhood. Family records tell of critically ill 

people having to go to Virginia City, Wadsworth or Carson 

City in search of professional care.  

A midwife, Nancy Ann Whitney ñGrandmaò San-

ford, arrived in Churchill County at Ragtown around 1860 

with her husband James Merritt Sanford. She was called 

upon day and night to help in cases of sickness and child-

birth. Later she and her husband built and operated   the 

Stillwater Hotel for 30 years. There she raised her six chil-

dren. It was said that she never turned hungry people away 

from her door but made them chop wood to reciprocate for 

a meal. Neighbors commented that her wood pile was taller 

than most peopleôs hay stacks. Highly respected in the com-

munity she lived into her 87th year.  

In 1862 the three Peugh sisters and their husbands, 

Sarah and Lem Allen, Elizabeth and Jackson Ferguson, and 

Eliza and William Harmon, left Van Buren County, Iowa, 

to cross the plains and establish new destinies in the West. 

The Allens shortly put down roots in Churchill County, and 

in a couple of years the other two families returned here 

from California to become very well known and respected 

residents. Lem Allen was a ñjack of all tradesò and soon 

became the foremost school teacher, ñnaturalò doctor and 

dentist in the valley. Eliza Harmon was a fine practical 

nurse and doctor. She and her brother-in-law, Lem, went all 

over the county officiating at births and doing all they could 

to help the ill and injured.   

Then came Dr. Bemus.  According to Ruby Robi-

son, a local historian, Dr. Bemus is credited with being the 

first physician in Churchill County. Dr. Bemus and his wife 

leased the upper floor of a two-story wooden house that had 

been constructed in 1874 by Churchill County officials for 

a boarding-school. It was constructed in the vicinity of 

Schurz Highway and East Corkill Lane. After its usefulness 

as a school ran out, the building was sold to Jackson Fergu-

son. In 1889 Ferguson sold the building to the Seventh Day 

Adventist Church who used the lower floor for holding ser-

vices and leased the upper floor. Legend has it that Mrs. 

Bemus chose the Sabbath Day, Saturday, to scrub the 

floors, and the water and suds dripped down through the 

cracks in the floor upon the worshippers seated below.  

Following Dr. Bemus was Dr. Virginia Paine Vine-

yard Smith, a native of Wisconsin. She and her husband 

Charles Carter Smith, a druggist, settled in Fallon in 1903. 

Medical 

Care in 

Churchill 

County 

1860-1950 
By Bunny Corkill 

with  

Julie King 

Lem Allen was a òjack of all 
tradesó and soon became the 
foremost school teacher, 
ònaturaló doctor and dentist in 
the valley. 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ CŜǊƎǳǎƻƴΣ 9ƭƛȊŀ IŀǊƳƻƴΣ {ŀǊŀƘ !ƭƭŜƴ 
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Virginia and Charles and their six children homesteaded a 40 acre farm in the area of present day Manchester 

Estates. They lived in an adobe home on what is now known as Adobe Road.  

Virginia, tiny in statue, opened up a practice as a physician and surgeon. By mid 1905 she had been 

appointed county physician and chairman of the board of health at 

the salary of $50.00 per month. In this position she campaigned 

untiringly against the unsanitary conditions in the town of Fallon. 

She also made regular professional calls in the city and vicinity for 

$2.50.  

  These professional calls meant that Virginia had to often 

travel the width and breadth of the county. In 1908 the Churchill 

County Eagle reported, ñA horse attached to a buggy belonging to 

Mrs. V. P. Smith, M.D., ran away Wednesday afternoon. It ran 

past the Court House. Charles Wilson took after it on horseback. 

After running a block east it turned and came out on Maine Street 

between Popenoesô and New River Hall. When the buggy hit the 

sidewalk, it jumped about 10 feet in the air and smashed things up 

in general. Wilson overtook and stopped the animal in front of the 

Eagle office.ò  

Five years later, on January 4, 1913, the Eagle reports that ñDr. Virginia Smith met with a serious acci-

dent last Tuesday. She had been called to Hazen and was returning when a spirited young horse she was driv-

ing became frightened during the heavy wind storm and ran away. She was thrown out of the buggy, striking 

on her right side. Her face was badly cut and bruised but her body sustained the greatest injuries. Fortunately 

no bones were broken. The freight train was coming toward Fallon about that time and the crew saw the horse 

running toward Hazen. Further on, they saw Dr. Smith lying near the track, waving at them to stop. She was 

taken in the coach and brought here, but had to be carried from the train to the auto which conveyed her to her 

home a couple of miles south west of town.ò Her family later recalled that because the weather was so cold 

and miserable, she had taken along her heavy bearskin robe to wrap around herself. They believed that if not 

for the bearskin, she would have been killed.  

 As for the Smithôs homestead, at age 85, Charles offered the final proof on his homestead. He passed 

away in 1917 at age 88 and was buried on the Smith ranch. After 18 years of serving her fellowman, on De-

cember 1, 1923, at age 82, Virginia was laid to rest next to her husband. Her neighbors declared she was a very 

brilliant woman and that she was cheerful and active until her death.  

 During Dr. Virginia Smithôs tenure in Churchill County a smallpox epidemic broke out in early winter 

of 1904, and Dr.G.M. Gardner entered the picture.  Because there was no hospital in the county, indigent pa-

tients were cared for at Days Hotel and in private homes at county expense. These severe communicable dis-

eases presented major problems for the Churchill County Commissioners and health providers. They were 

forced to address the situation of a growing indigent population and epidemics. On December 31, the commis-

sioners called a special meeting for the purpose of making arrangements for the care of smallpox patients and 

to establish a quarantine on the Indian village on the east side of the town of Fallon.  

They ordered that ñtwo pest houses be built in W.W. Williamsô field, near the N.E. corner of said field, 

and near the south bank of Old River, one for white people and the other for Indians.ò It was also decided that 

Dr. G.M. Gardner should take care of all Indian patients who might be affected with smallpox for the sum of 

$5.00 per day with the county furnishing the necessary medicines and fumigants. It was ordered that the Indi-

ans be vaccinated by Dr. Gardner, the price being fixed at 50 cents each.  

Historically, pest houses or ñfever shedsò were a type of building used to quarantine people with com-

municable diseases such as tuberculosis, cholera, smallpox or typhus. Many towns and cities had one or more 

pest houses accompanied by a cemetery or a waste pond nearby for disposal of the dead.  

bŀƴŎȅ {ŀƴŦƻǊŘΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ aŀǊǘƘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ [ŜŜ 
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Ten years after the smallpox outbreak, Dr. J. C. Ferrell, Southern Pacific physician, made the paper. 

The Churchill County Eagle reported on December 12, 1914: ñLast Saturday an emergency call came to Dr. J. 

C. Ferrell, Southern Pacific physician, to go to Hazen. He dashed away in his car, taking Mrs. Marjorie Down-

ing, a trained nurse. The sun was shining when they started out but at Leeteville a blinding snowstorm came 

up and the flats were slippery. They reached Hazen in an hour and were taken aboard the caboose of a fruit 

train and made the run to Parran in record time. Here the doctor and Mrs. Downing were taken on a cowcatch-

er and the engine ran back a mile and a half to where the teams were loading. Then they were taken on a hay 

wagon drawn by six horses on a road with hub deep mud. They finally arrived on the scene three hours later, 

near the old Desert Queen mine where men employed by J. W. Finch Company were working. It seems the 

cook mixed up a mulligan stew the night before, and of the 43 men in Camp, 35 were violently ill.ò The fol-

lowing week there were no reported deaths from the incident and seemingly the good doctor and nurse re-

turned home safely. 

While highlighting some of the prominent doctors of this time period, it is also necessary to note others 

whose medical presences were felt in Fallon at the turn of the century:   

The before-mentioned Dr. George M. Gardner - - practiced here from 1904-1918, at times serving as 

county doctor.   

Dr. G. L. Dempsey was educated in the Midwest and worked his way west to San Francisco, to Virgin-

ia City, to Dayton, and at the request of a friend moved to Fallon in 1904. His Dr. Dempseyôs Chest Oil was 

prescribed to generations of county residents. He practiced here until his death in 1928. 

Dr. Alma Jane Coe came from Nebraska in 1906 to practice medicine and live near her son.  Her busi-

ness card read: Obstetrics, Gynaecology [sic], and diseases of Women and Children.  Unfortunately her un-

timely death occurred shortly after her arrival. 

Dr. Charles Alanson Hascall and his doctor wife, Nellie - - arrived in 1906 and lived here until his 

death in 1928. Dr. Nellie then moved to San Francisco. 

Dr. A.H. Heppner arrived in 1906 and purchased a large ranch in Old River District from Senator 

George Ernst and opened his medical practice in 1907. 

Dr. J.T. Rees practiced here from 1906-1910 and then moved on to Seven Troughs and the Wadsworth 

area. 

Dr. Ed F. Dunbar was a dentist. 

T.C. Conser, M.D. and J.C. Simpkins, M.D. advertised to be physicians and surgeons. 

The turn of  the century also saw the first permanent 

health care center in ChurchillCounty. On March 3, 1887, Julius 

H. Miller arrived in Churchill County with a group of Iowa 

friends. In 1893 he entered Pacific Union College at Healds-

burg, CA, taking a four year ministerial course that included a 

two year nursing class that trained him to holistically care for 

the sick and to perform minor surgery. 

Combining his medical skills and religious training, he 

and his wife Emma Georginia Stockton returned to Fallon. Here 

he built his dream Fallon Sanitarium in which all five of his and 

Emmaôs children were born. The sanitarium served county resi-

dents from 1909 to the late 1920s.  An October 14, 1909 ad 

claimed ñbigger hospital ï 30 rooms fitted upò at 2120 South 

Allen Road. Dr. Miller was an exponent of the idea of caring for the poor and curing the incurable, giving 

them any amount of treatment needed no matter how little he received for their care. With his ministerial train-

ing he also baptized many of his patients, believing that people can be cured through the gospelôs truth. After 

his first patient asked to be baptized by being immersed, he said he was paid for building the hospital even if 

no one else ever became a Christian. He also served as a deacon of the Adventist church, and to his joy, there 

were sixty-five patients who cast ñtheir lot with the Saviorò during the years he operated the sanitarium. 
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In March of 1915, the hospital with its forty rooms was completely destroyed by a fire apparently start-

ed when one of the patients overturned an oil lamp. The fire started on the ground floor, but before anyone 

could get the water turned on, the flames had reached the upper story and were beyond control. Miller immedi-

ately began to rebuild on the site, starting with the construction of a ten room hospital made of steel lath and 

covered with cement, which he proclaimed would be ñfireproof.ò  

For many years Churchill County paid Miller to care for the countyôs indigents. They lived separate 

from the patients who were being cared for there by Miller and his staff. The hospital was also open to any sur-

geon or doctor and his nursing staff, regardless of creed, who wished to bring patients to the hospital. Their 

advertisements proclaimed: The Fallon Sanitarium uses rational methods in caring for the sick including Hy-

drotherapy ï Dietetics - Medicine ï Surgery. J.J. Myers, M.D. ï Medical Superintendent. J.H. Miller ï Manag-

er.  

As finances would allow, the Millers continued to build on the foundation laid for a 52-room hospital. 

Among the amenities was a 180 foot glass enclosed sun porch for the enjoyment of the patients. However, in 

the late 1920s the coupleôs dreams began to completely unravel when they lost the county indigent contract 

because they were using a ñhot waterò treatment their opponents said was in opposition to prescribed practices. 

The hospital was then conducted by private subscriptions until circumstances forced the Millers to give up 

their holdings and their dream. The many years of hard labor and worry had brought them no compensation. 

Julius passed away June 16, 1941, and is buried in the Fallon Cemetery. Emma reportedly remarried and estab-

lished a new home in California. At the time of her death on November 3, 1973 at age 98, Emma Miller was 

living in Napa, California. The hospital property was purchased by E.S. Harriman in 1935.  

Nona Martin purchased the Miller Sanitarium property from the Harriman family in 1944 and had be-

gun to turn the structure into an apartment complex when, on April 25, 1945, the ñfireproofò building was 

again the victim of a devastating fire, leaving several families homeless. With the building being determined to 

be beyond salvage, the property was sold in 1946 to the McChesney family from California. They still hold 

that title and lease the ground to Hiskett and Sons. The remains of the sanitarium, the walls which were left 

standing, were razed during the spring of 2000. 

 Necessity is the ñmother of inven-

tion,ò and as the community of Fallon 

continued to grow, in addition to the Mil-

lersô Sanitarium, several private homes 

opened up as mini-hospitals and surgery 

centers. The beautiful pink building still 

referred to as the Robert Lee Douglass 

Mansion, on the corner of West Williams 

Avenue and Carson Street, was purchased 

by Dr. Franklin E. Nichols, a native of 

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, in Septem-

ber of 1913. It was to be known as the 

Cottage Hospital. The first winter the 

main residence was to be used as a hospital, and the adjacent famous Douglass garage with its automobile 

turntable was to be remodeled into a modern 10-bed hospital that would include an operating room fully 

equipped with a laboratory.  

In September of 1916 Dr. Nichols was married to Annie B. Coffrin, a well known educator and com-

munity activist, who, among other contributions, served on the school board from 1922-1946. For the next few 

years the hospital was leased out to several ladies in the medical field, including Jennie Mitchell, Elizabeth 

Carr, Hester Steinbrook and M. Means. By 1923 the building began a new chapter of its life as apartments. 

The Nichols continued to live in the home, renting out rooms to fellow educators, for many years. Franklin 

Nichols passed away on April 21, 1935. Annie moved to San Leandro, California, to reside in a rest home in 

August 1956 and passed away the following February in San Francisco. 
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During May 2008 the Cottage Hospital building was purchased and razed by the City of Fallon to pro-

vide for more parking spaces. Other private homes that became hospitals were run by married women who 

faced adversity and needed a source of income. Hester Steinbrook was one of those women.  Fred P. and 

Hester Euphemia Ketchum Steinbrook, natives of Kansas, married in 1897 and set out from their home state. 

For a short time they lived in Missouri where Fred worked in grocery sales. By 1906 they were living in Reno 

with their daughters Mattie and Evelyn, and Fred continued to work as a grocery salesman.  Hearing about the 

opening of the Newlands Project, they decided to move to Fallon. In 1913 they purchased property out off of 

present day Wildes Road from G.W. and Luna Coverston. County records show the farming enterprise strug-

gled until it was sold in 1924 to A. R. Gearhart.  

Hester, as wives were frequently required to do, began a 

new career as the proprietor of the Fallon General Hospital. In 

1922 she was in the Mrs. Ernest Bingham property on the corner 

of Maine and Fairview Streets boasting Obstetrical Care A Spe-

cialty - with a fully equipped modern institution for the care of 

Surgical, Medical and Obstetrical cases.ò Over the next couple of 

years she moved her business to several other locations around 

town, including the Oats home at 197 East 

Stillwater, until her hospital closed in 1923.Fred 

passed away in Reno on June 5, 1934. Hester 

married Charles Alfred Dudley in 1935. She 

lived in Honey Lake, and other California, loca-

tions until her passing on June 28, 1965, in Sac-

ramento.  

Another woman facing adversity and in 

need of income was Nona Mount Kinney. Kin-

neyôs Kottage Hospital opened in 1925.  Nona 

was born in Silverton, Oregon in 1874. A member of a large and prominent family, she arrived in Fallon 

about 1912 with her husband Charles W. Kinney who was a mining speculator - 

promoter specializing in the salt deposits east of town.  During her stay here she 

was passionately involved in ladyôs fraternal orders and politics including mem-

bership in the Townsend Club. In April of 1923 she ran unsuccessfully for the 

Fallon City Council. During the early 1920s her marriage failed and in 1925 she 

turned her ñairy and cheerfulò home located at 77 East Williams Avenue into a 

medical care facility. Its motto was: Home-like, Sanitary, Convenient. In 1945 

Nona returned to Oregon, where she passed 

away on February 28, 1947.  Her ñhospitalò 

still stands and over the years has enjoyed 

several lives including housing the Double Eagle Saloon.   

Mrs. Jessie Florence Underwood Mitchell also chose to open a 

private hospital. From 1924 until 1927 Mrs. Mitchellôs Hospital operated 

from 161 Broadway Street.  Her ad read ñFully Equipped Operating 

Room and Receives Patients from all Physicians.ò   

Jessie was born in Iowa in 1879 and married George Henry Mitch-

ell, a Canadian, in 1894.  By 1900 the couple had taken up a homestead in 

the Old River District of Churchill County where at the age of 16 Jessie began raising a family of four sons 

and two daughters. As her family matured Jessie put her nursing skills to helping others.  During the summer 

of 1928 the couple travelled to the Los Angeles area where, following a very serious illness, Jessie passed 

away on October 24, 1928. George came back to Fallon for a time and was a resident of Humboldt County, 

CA, at the time of his death on June 17, 1956. 
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The next-to-last woman-run private hospital 

was Mrs. Mooreôs. What remains of Mrs. 

Mooreôs Hospital is located at 40 North Ne-

vada Street and presently serves Fallon as an 

apartment complex. Mary Bennington Moore 

was born in Maryland in 1859.  On New 

Yearôs Eve, 1877, she was married to Albert 

Moore, a veterinarian. The couple moved 

west to Shasta County, California, where 

Mary and Albert worked as bakers in a res-

taurant. At the turn of the century they moved 

to Churchill County where Albert once again 

claimed to be a veterinarian, and Mary 

worked as a nurse for a number of local doctors. For a period of time she operated the Lincoln Caf® here 

while caring for a few patients in her home. By 1924 she became the proprietor and superintendent of her 

own hospital, adding rooms to the structure during the late 1920s to include an operating room, x-ray and 

laboratory.  Legend has it that for years she referred to all of the children who were born under her supervi-

sion as ñmy boys and girls.ò  

Albert and Mary were divorced by 1930. A January 31, 1934, Fallon Standard reported that ñMary 

Moore, previous manager of the Moore hospital was seriously injured late Monday afternoon while crossing 

Maine Street at Kentôs corner when a truck driven by Clarence Peterson accidently struck her, causing her 

to fall backwards, striking her head on the pavement. 

Mrs. C.C. Spoon, whose car was near the accident, took Mrs. Moore to the Moore Hospital, where 

first aid for a concussion of the brain, a lacerated scalp and a hemorrhage of the scalp was rendered by Dr. 

H.W. Sawyer.ò As her strength waned, Mary retired from the nursing profession and passed to her rewards 

on December 28, 1940.  

In later years the hospital building housed Mary Walker Fosterôs photo studio until a devastating fire 

in 1981 destroyed much of her work and she retired.  

 The last of the women who turned their 

homes into private hospitals is Flora May 

Brown Mills Morriss. The Handley Hospital, 

located on the Lincoln Highway--present day 

Auction Road--put down its first roots as Flo-

raôs home.  Flora was born December 27, 1883, 

to Churchill County pioneers James P. and Bar-

bara Brown. Their ranch 

property covered the area 

west of Fallon from Whita-

ker Lane to Allen Road and 

north to Auction Road. 

  Flora married Wil-

liam J. Mills in 1902, and 

they had a daughter named 

Dolly. In 1907,   Flora mar-

ried Charles Morriss. Fol-

lowing Charlesôs death in 1917, at age 47, she turned their home on the ranch into a hospital where she 

cared for private and county patients for about eight years. In 1937 she sold all but the Lincoln Highway 

land of the Brown ranch property to Walter W. Whitaker.  
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In 1932 she deeded her 

property to her daughter Dolly 

Mills, who by then had mar-

ried A.E. Handley. Dolly and 

Albert were not living in Fal-

lon at the time, but they re-

turned in 1938 to   take over 

the hospital business. While 

older residents recalled Flora 

had a number of small cottages 

where she cared for county 

patients, the Handleyôs seem-

ingly connected all of the 

buildings together and en-

larged their hospital into a 

modern, thriving business. In 

1940 their institution observed 

National Hospital Day and claimed it had a medical staff of eight doctors. The Handleyôs pride and joy was 

an ambulance which had once been owned by Hiskey Stage Lines.  

Due to Albertôs failing health, the hospital was sold on January 1, 1945 to Dr. Hobart Wray and his 

wife Mae who ran it for four years, until the opening of the first Churchill County owned hospital on North 

Taylor Street. In 1957 the Wrayôs sold the Handley Hospital facility to Dr. Joseph and Ruth Kirkland, and 

today it serves as an apartment house under another ownership.  

 Dr. and Mrs. Wray also owned and operated a hospital in the two-story white building located at 

406 South Maine Street that is presently used as the Manpower Temporary Services office. 

With the grand opening of the first Churchill Public Hospital on June 25, 1949, the local medical 

services moved from being privately owned into the hands of Corporate America. 
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Recipes To Remember 
  My name is Cheryl Scherschel.  I was blessed to have been raised by 

my grandmother until my middle teens.  I watched her in the kitchen and 

picked up lots of tidbits of various types of cooking that I didn't know would 

become a lost art.  It seems that I always knew what a pinch, dash, or smid-

gen of something was and what a cake of yeast looked like and  how to make 

sour milk.  I have been  a "scratch" cook all of my life.  When volunteers were asked to try to recreate 

the recipes from the 1924 Civic League Cookbook, I thought I could do a few of them.  Here are 2  

samples  that I successfully recreated.  First, I will give the original recipe and then show how I 

changed it into today's foods and methods. 

Jelly Roll- Mrs. Jennie Winder 
 

Four eggs beaten separately, 1 cup sugar (powdered sugar preferred).  Beat sugar and yolks.  
Add alternately 1 cup flour with 1 teaspoon baking powder and 4 Tablespoons water, 1 tsp. 

vanilla.  Add last a little pinch of salt and the white of eggs well beaten. 

 

What Cheryl did: 

4 eggs, separate   

1 c. sugar       

1 c. flour   

1 tsp. baking powder  

4 TBL. water 

1 tsp. vanilla 
 

Heat oven to 375Á. Line jelly roll pan with parchment paper.  You can also use aluminum 

foil or waxed paper.  Grease generously.  Beat egg yolks  and sugar in small mixer bowl on 

high speed until very thick and lemon colored, about 5 minutes.  Pour eggs into large mixer 

bowl.  Beat in water and vanilla on low speed.  Add flour and baking powder gradually, 

beating just until batter is smooth.  Pour into pan.  Spread around pan until evenly coated. 

 

Bake until wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean, 12 to 15 minutes.  Immediately 

loosen cake from edges of pan; invert on tea towel sprinkled generously with powdered sug-

ar.  Carefully remove paper or foil.  Trim off stiff edges if necessary. 

 

While hot, carefully roll cake and towel from narrow end.  Cool on wire rack at least 30 

minutes.  Unroll cake; remove towel.  Get filling ready.  I use jam or pie filling and beat 

slightly with fork to soften.  Spread over cake.  Roll up without towel inside cake, but use 

the towel to aid in rolling.  Make sure seam side is down and let sit for 10 minutes to seal. 

Cut off ends for even look.  Sprinkle with powdered sugar. 
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Mustard Pickles- Mrs. M. H. Wallace 
 

Quantities required for 16 qts. of pickle:  1 dz. large cucumbers, 2 qts. small pickles, string 
beans, if desired, 8 or 9 large green peppers, 8 large green tomatoes, 4 small heads of cauli-

flower, 2 qts. small button onions, 3 handfuls celery seed, 3 handfuls white mustard seed, 3 

cloves garlic, cut fine; 13 hot pepper beans or 1/2 to 1 tsp. red pepper to suit individual 

taste, turmeric to color very dark, 6 qts. common vinegar, 4 measuring cups sugar, 3 meas-

uring cups flour, 13 large tablespoons dry mustard, salt if necessary.  Take cucumbers, cau-

liflower, onions, beans, peppers and tomatoes.  Cut up with knife and let stand over night in 

the brine of 1 cup salt to 1 gal . water.  In the morning drain and rinse in fresh water.  Put 

vinegar on to heat, adding large ingredients and all spices as it heats.  After it reaches the 

boiling point, add flour, dry mustard and turmeric made into thin paste.  Stir in slowly and 

well.  Let boil slowly until cauliflower and onions soften a little and flour cooks in well.  

Do not overcook, as it keeps perfectly with ingredients quite crisp. 

 

What Cheryl did: 
cucumbers  

green peppers 

tomatillos 

cauliflower 

pearl onions 

3 TBL. celery seed 

3 TBL. white mustard seed 

3 cloves garlic, cut fine 

1 tsp. cayenne pepper 

turmeric 

6 qts. white vinegar 

4 c. sugar 

3c. flour 

13 TBL. dry mustard 

 

I cut up all vegetables into bite size chunks and put them in large bowl with equal parts salt 

and water.  1c. salt to 1 gal. water.  Let sit all night in brine.  Next day:  rinse vegetables in 

fresh water.  Put into stock pot, vinegar, vegetables, celery seed, mustard seed, cloves, cay-

enne pepper and sugar.  In a smaller bowl combine dry mustard, flour, and turmeric with a 

small amount of water to make a thin paste.  Stir in slowly and well. 

 

Let boil until cauliflower and onions soften a little, you still want them almost raw.   

 

Clean and sterilize several canning jars, lids, and seals.  Fill the jars with the vegetables, 

then add enough liquid to have 1/2"  head space.  Place in boiling hot water bath.  Let come 

to a boil and boil for 10 minutes.  Take out of hot water bath and let cool.  Let them sit for 

at least 1 week for the flavors to meld together. 
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MUSEUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CELL PHONE NUMBER________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NUMBER OF YEARS RESIDED IN CHURCHILL COUNTY __________________________________________ 

 

YES I AM___ I AM NOT___ CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE CHURCHILL COUNTY MUSEUM. 

 

EXPLAIN IN A FEW WORDS WHY YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CHURCHILL 

COUNTY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM NOT PRESENTLY HOLDING ANY OTHER PUBLIC OFFICE. 

 

 

 

________________________________________  _________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE      DATE 
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Churchill County Museum & Archives 

1050 South Maine Street 

Fallon, Nevada 89406 



  Become a member of the Churchill County 

Museum Association 

Memberships help the Churchill County 

 Museum Association by providing funds to publish  

a newsletter, aid in artifact  

conservation, and help expand historical  

Memberships Benefits 

- Receive Quarterly Newsletter 

- Discount of 10% on nearly every item in the museum store (20% during special sales) 

- Special notice of all association events  

Name_________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________     State__________      Zip_____________________ 

Phone_________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Categories                  New            Renewal   Office Notes 

Individual   $25.00 

Senior (60+)    $20.00 

Jr. Member(21 & under) $15.00 

Family               $30.00   

Wagon Master   $50.00   

Pioneer / Business  $75.00   

Homesteader             $100.00   

Please mail your check to: Churchill County Museum, 1050 South Maine Street, Fallon, NV 89406 

Thank You!  We look forward to you joining us! 
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Churchill County Museum Staff 

 

Donna Cossette-Administrator 

Bunny Corkill-Research Curator 

Donna Cossette-Registrar 

Katherine Weaver-Education Curator 

Barbara Hodges-Photography Curator 

Tom Bartel-Exhibits Preparator 

Alles-Hostess 

Cynthia Loper-Hostess 

Margo Weldy-Hostess 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

Bob Getto Jr.ñPresident 

Ann RappñVice President 

Nancy BalashðTreasurer 

Jennie MaderðSecretary 

    Carl Erquiaga ðCounty Representative  

 Bruce Mills ñ Member   Ronald Fritcher ñ Member   

 Sue Chambers ñ Member  John Tewell ñ Member                                    
MUSEUM HOURS 

Tuesday-Saturday  10am-5pm 

Sunday-10am-3pm 

Closed Monday 

 

Non-Profit 

Organization 
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