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Beautiful Museum!

We Love it Here!

Great Exhibits!

Best County Museum!

Awesome!

Big Place Lots of Stuff to look at!

I love this museum!

Me: “Isabella, what do you want to do today?”
Isabella: “Let’s go to the museum!”

MUSEUM ATTENDANCE

June:  981 July: 787 August: 444

MUSEUM VISITORS

INTERNATIONAL

                 UNITED STATES

      
   NEVADA

VISITOR COMMENTS

Austin
Carson City
Dayton
Elko
Fallon
Fernley
Gardnerville
Hawthorne

Incline Village
Las Vegas
Lovelock
Reno
Silver Springs
Spanish Springs
Sparks

Canada, Czech Republic, France, and Germany

Arizona
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Maine
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
New Jersey
New Mexico

 IN MEMORY
The Churchill County Museum has received contributions 

in the memory of the following people.

 MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTORS
The Churchill County Museum thanks the following peo-
ple who have sent memorial contributions in memory of 

their families and friends.  Our “Memorial Book” is a per-
petual “in Memory” and is enjoyed daily by our visitors.

New York
North Carolina
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Texas
Utah
Virginia
Wisconsin
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Dick Alles
Louie Guazzini   

Helen Calista Kolstrup Yturiaga Early Huntley   

Doris Dwyer
Robert Oakden

Ted Osgood
Ruth Pintar
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From the Director
Dan Ingram
Director, Churchill County Museum

As Fall arrives in he Lahontan Valley, it has been a very busy time for the museum.  The end of Summer is 
always marked by our annual appearance at the Cantaloupe Festival and Country Fair.  Again this year hun-
dreds of feet of rope was made. Kudos to our staff fand volunteers for their fine work.  Fall also means a flurry 
of activity at the museum.

The new Lincoln Highway exhibit is a great example of 
the creativity of the staff.  A floor sized board game en-
tices you to take a trip across the Lincoln Highway and 
the Rae and Marilyn not only created a life sized board 
game, but one that you can take home as well.  This 
exhibit also has interpretive panels that retract toward 
the ceiling so that the room can be used for lectures 
and meetings.  This enabled us to host the 1979 CCHS 
reunion over reunion weekend while continuing to offer 
a high  quality temporary exhibit.  It is our intention to 
expand on this feature in the future.   

We are hosting the Lincoln Highway Association’s 
caravan, which is following the route of the 1919 military convoy that travelled from Washington D.C. to San 
Francisco.  Among the soldiers, participating was a young Dwight Eisenhower who you will recall created 
the interstate system of highways a national defense priority. The LHA is visiting Fallon on September 14th 
and will be enjoying the exhibit and attending a concert at the Fallon Theatre featuring Cecelia Otto and her 
program of World War I era music.  Cecelia has previously performed at the museum, most recently with her 
Songs of the Lincoln Highway program.  The performance will be at 8:00 Pm at the theatre.  

Fall also means it is time for the lecture series.  Our new Education Curator, Gretchen Felte has put together 
a great series that focuses on Nevada Industries. The five part series features topics from ranches to casinos, 
mines to railroads.  These Tuesday night programs have grown in popularity over the last few years and I am 
convinced that we will see the audience continue to grow.  

We continue to expand our museum store merchandise.  We now carry a line of puppets that can make cre-
ative play fun for kids and adults.  We have a new variety of jewelry and continue to be the go to shop for 
cantaloupe merchandise.  Remember that beginning in November through the end of the year members will 
receive a 20% discount on most merchandise.  

Planning is now underway for the Museum and Library”s New Year’s Eve fundraiser. Ne sure and mark your 
calendar for the event.  

I hope to see you at the muse.

Dan
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Education and Programming Notes
Gretchen Felte
Education Curator

With the onset of summer, we noticed a bump in attendance in the 
Discovery Room. Imagine that! Kids are out of school, and parents are 
looking for something to do!  It is such a pleasant sound to hear little 
voices discovering and playing in the room. Using our newest exhibit 
for my theme, I prepared the Discovery Room for activities with the 
Lincoln Highway.  There are activities about mapping, creating a city, 
and using an assembly line to build a car.  I laid 100 feet of black vinyl 
for the roads, created a wall about Henry Ford, and even added some 
Model T’s for the kids to travel about the streets.  I also included a 
filling station to gas up the cars. The response has been quite favorable, 
and I am seeing repeat customers! 

We are also working on a Beatrice Badger reboot! She has been around 
the museum playing in some of the cases! She snuck aboard when our 
curators went on a road trip across the Nevada portion of the Lincoln 
Highway. She even has a photo featured in the Lincoln Highway 
Exhibit. I think she was photo bombing! Don’t forget to check out 
her Facebook page and keep up with the current events in the Discovery Room.  I hear she is making a deal to 
publish a book. Who knows what that little badger does when the lights go out! Stay Tuned!

Beatrice made an appearance at Fallon’s Cantaloupe Festival and Country Fair. Children were able to create a 
puppet, complete with “googly” eyes. Visitors to the museum’s booth could also make their length of rope from 
donated yarn and twine. I encouraged the children to keep their eyes out for Beatrice while in the fairgrounds.   If 
they spotted her, they could use their ropes to catch her! It’s hard to believe we created so much rope in one 
weekend!  If you have any skeins of yarn from finished or unfinished projects that you would like to donate, you 
may drop them off at the front desk of the museum. A huge thank you to all who helped at the Cantaloupe 
Festival, especially Breana and Alison. I couldn’t have done it without you! You have that rope-making machine 

down to a science! 

The next large project from the Education Department will be the Fall 
Lecture Series and Teacher In-Service. This year’s title is “Industrious Minds:  
How Industry Shaped Nevada.” With the discovery of the Comstock Lode 
in 1859, the mining industry began an era of silver mining in Nevada.  Over 
the next decades, our state experienced rapid change because of technological 
advancements.  A few hard-working, industrious men changed the face of 
Nevada forever.  Fighting to bring change to how we did things, they also 
brought political and social change.  Join us as we look at the industrious 
minds of these men, and how they changed the industries of our great state.  
The lecture series begins Tuesday, September 17 at 6:00 p.m.
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Become a Member or 
Renew your Membership 

to the Churchill County Museum
(check your mailing label for your membership expiration date)

Your membership helps the Churchill County Museum Association 
by providing funds to publish this newsletter, aid in artifact and 

archival preservation and expand the historical and 
interpretive programs for our community.

Membership Benefits
• Receive Four Newletter per year
• 10% discount on most items in the Museum Store (20% during our annual sale in November & December)
• Invitations and special notice to Museum events
• Eligibility to join the Churchill County Federal Credit Union

Name:

Company:

Address:

City:    State:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Jr. Member (18 and under)   $15.00 q q Business Wagon Master    $50.00 q q

Senior (60+)                              $20.00 q q Business Pioneer                $75.00 q q

Individual                                   $25.00 q q Business Homesteader    $100.00 q q

Family                                         $30.00 q q Business Dam Builder     $250.00 q q

Wagon Master                           $50.00 q q Business Aviator                $500.00 q q

Pioneer                                       $75.00 q q
Please make Checks Payable to:

Churchill County Museum Association
1050 S. Maine Street

Fallon NV 89406

Homesteader                          $100.00 q q

Dam Builder                          $250.00 q q

Aviator                                     $500.00  q q Thank You for Your Support!

Individual Membership Levels         New    Renewal Business Membership Levels        New     Renewal
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Ever wondered how the highways came to be?
Well come to the Churchill County Museum! Our new exhibit, Linkin’ the Country 
on the Lincoln Highway will tell you all about early auto travel, with interactive com-

ponents for the whole family! 
Join us for our reception: 

 Friday, September 13 at 6pm

Join us to celebrate the 100th Annivere-
sary of the 1919 military convoy accross 
the U.S> on the Lincoln Highway, with 
the Lincoln Highway Association. 

Cecelia Otto, who you will remember from 
her previous performances at the Churchill 
CVounty Museum will be bringing her 
American Songline: Songs of World War I 
to the Fallon Theatre:

Saturday September 14,2019 
8:00Pm

 Siggested Donation $10

Seating is limited, as the first 60 seats are 
reserrved  for members of the Lincoln 
Highway caravan
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Curator’s Notes
Marilyn Goble
Curator

Hello Fallon!!

I am excited to talk to y’all about our new temporary 
exhibit called Linkin’ the Country on the Lincoln Highway. 
This exhibit went up at the beginning of August and it 
celebrates the opening of a highway that connected both 
coasts together for the first time in the history of road travel 
in the U.S. 

Rae and I began our research on this exhibit by 
reading as many books on the Lincoln Highway that 
we had access to. The process of collecting, reading, and 
determining useful information and resources took several 
weeks. However, the most exciting part of researching for 
the exhibit was the road trip that we took in order to see how the Lincoln 
Highway wound through Nevada. 

We left the Churchill County Museum at 8am one morning and headed east along Highway 50 
(which is what the Nevada portion of the Lincoln Highway became). We stopped at as many Lincoln 
Highway stops in Nevada that are still standing or have markers. The places that we stopped at on our road trip 
included stops not only on the Lincoln Highway but also Highway 50 as well. 

The first stop on our journey was Sand Mountain, after stopping at Middlegate to take a picture of the 
awesome sign we made a detour off the main highway to see if Eastgate was still standing and much to our 
excitement it is virtually the same as it was back then! Then we went to Austin where we made the trek up to 
Stokes Castle, our next stop after a long stretch of nothing was the Opera House in Eureka, and finally after 
over an hour of NOTHING we came to the end of Highway 50 in Nevada at the Nevada Northern Railway 
Museum in Ely, NV. At each of the places we walked around, took photos (some of which ended up in our 
exhibit), talked to people, and, in the case of Austin, stopped and ate. 

While on this journey, Rae and I were able to meet different people and see places that we had not seen 
yet in Nevada. At each stop we were able to get our “Highway 50 Survival Guide” passport stamped and make 
connections. One of my favorite stops on the Highway 50 was the Opera House in Eureka because the curtain 
on stage at the Opera House contains images of the entire history of that building. As you go down the stairs 
beside the stage you can see the signatures of everyone who ever performed at the Opera House and there are 
several you might recognize! Once we finished visiting the Opera House, Rae and I returned to the car and 
continued on our journey till we reached the most eastern point of Highway 50 in Nevada… Ely. After we 
reached Ely we turned around and made the trip back and arrived back at the museum at 7:30pm. 

Over the next several days after the road trip we worked to integrate what we seen on the road trip into 
the exhibit and finished up creating the final panels of the exhibits. The next step was to print out the panels 
for our first game of the exhibit- the board game on the floor. The board game (A Trip Across the Lincoln 
Highway) took several hours and attempts to lay down and then it took several more to paint and seal the 
pawns that are used for the game. Of course after we got the game set up we had to try it out! Rae, Mr. Dan 
(Museum Director), Mrs. Gretchen (Education Curator), Mrs. Donna (Registrar) and myself let our inner kids 
out and had fun playing the game (Mrs. Gretchen won).

As we printed the panels we would trim them and organize them into different piles. This organization 
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Upcoming Events

strategy came in handy when we were organizing our Highway 50 wall and the Lincoln Highway Stops in 
Churchill County wall. Because of the many different stops on both of these walls it was essential to organize them 
by stop so that we did not lose a piece along the way. For me personally the Lincoln Highway Stops in Churchill 
County wall was my favorite wall to put up. 

 One of the walls that we were excited about but ended up also being one of the more challenging aspects 
of this exhibit was our postcard wall. This wall consists of a big image of the United States and going from east to 
west are 5 monitors that rotate images of postcards from different places along the Lincoln Highway. This wall was 
challenging on many different levels from having to configure the monitors to change the postcards at different 
intervals to making sure the holes in the board were big enough and finally to mounting the board without 
breaking it. The mounting part took not only Rae and I but it also took Mr. Dan to come and help us in order to 
accomplish it.

In many ways this exhibit was easier to install than the Joyce Alcorn exhibit but in other ways it was 
more difficult. This exhibit has a lot more moving parts than the Joyce Alcorn exhibit (literally). We not only 
incorporated physical objects into this exhibits but we have also attached banners to motors so that they can hang 
from the ceiling in the center of our big gallery! These were interesting to figure out because we wanted something 
in the middle of the room to take up a little of the extra space that was there but at the same time we did not want 
to take away from the events that happen in our big gallery and the answer was simple… attach them to a motor so 
that they can roll up into the ceiling when they are not being used. 

It was fun to figure out how to incorporate all of the different elements into the exhibit without it seeming 
too cluttered. In the end I believe that we were able to incorporate all of these different aspects into an exhibit 
that would be fun for kids and adults alike while learning about a highway that ended up changing the history of 
transportation in America. Please feel free to come by and experience the Lincoln Highway at the museum during 
the week or come to our reception on Friday, September 13th at 6pm. Maybe experiencing and learning about it 
here might just inspire you to take a road trip of your own. It can be done in a day, trust me…..we did it!

That’s all from me for now. God Bless!
Marilyn A. Goble

SEPTEMBER
September 13 Reception, Linkin’ the Country with the Lincoln Highway 6:00Pm
September 14 Hidden Cave Tour.  Meet at the Museum at 9:30 Am
September 14 Concert:Cecelia Otto: Songs of World War I, 8:00 Pm at the Fallon Theatre 
September 17 Lecture The 150th Anniversary of the Transcontinental Railroad, Dan Thielen 6:00 Pm
September 18 Block of the Month Lunch. Begins at noon
September 24 Lecture: Mining and Living on the Comstock, Garret Barmore, 6:00 Pm
September 28, Hidden Cave Tour.  Meet at the Museum at 9:30 Am

OCTOBER
October 1 Lecture: 100 Years Later:1919 Transcontinental Military Motor Convoy, Jim Bonar 6:00 Pm
October 8 Lecture: How Ranches Helped Create the New State of Nevada, Holly Walton Buchanan, 6:00 Pm 
October 15, Lecture, Harold’s Club, Nevada’s Oldest Casino Remembers, Neal Cobb 6:00 Pm
October 16, Block of the Month Lunch. Begins at noon
October 25 MUSEUM CLOSED, Nevada Day
October  26, Hidden Cave Tour.  Meet at the Museum at 9:30 Am

NOVEMBER
November22, Block of the Month Lunch. Begins at noon 
November 28-19 Museum Closed Thanksgiving
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Curator’s Notes
Raeburn “Rae” Sottile
Curator

Summer is nearly over and what a summer it’s 
been! Thankfully, I made it through unmelted (As someone 
from Wisconsin who is known for having a low heat 
tolerance that’s a big accomplishment by itself!) Autumn 
has always been my favorite season so I’m looking forward 
to the leaves changing and seeing Halloween decorations 
everywhere. 

The Lincoln Highway exhibit is, of course, the biggest 
and most exciting of the projects we completed this quarter, 
and we hope to see you all at our reception on September 
13 at 6pm, but that has been far from the only thing we 
worked on. There have been multiple other small projects 
and things we’ve done behind the scenes. 

The eagle-eyed among you might have noticed that 
the week after we completed the Lincoln Highway exhibit Marilyn and I installed our first new permanent 
exhibit. It commemorates the mission Operation Haylift, which took place throughout the region in the 
winter of 1949, and in which NAS Fallon and the people of Churchill County played major roles. It is a fairly 
small exhibit, so I won’t spoil too much because I want you all come to see it! Operation Haylift is located in 
the row of cases containing information on the military in Churchill County and has replaced the exhibit on 
the home front, which primarily displayed ration books and posters from World War Two. One cool thing 
about this exhibit is that we were able to incorporate newsreel footage of the mission, giving you a more 
vivid picture of the operation. 

During the installation of Operation Haylift, we also replaced the lighting in all of the cases along 
that wall. We removed the old fluorescent lights and replaced them with LEDs, which last longer, emit less 
damaging UV and infrared radiation, and are more energy efficient. Originally, we had only planned to 
replace the lights in the Operation Haylift case, but we learned that all of the lights had been wired into each 
other, and so replacing one necessitated replacing them all. The wiring was a little finicky and there were a 
few hiccups along the way, but now that run of cases is looking great and I encourage everyone to come by 
and give them a look! 

That’s all you would be able to see on a normal museum visit, but, naturally, that’s not all we’ve 
been doing. As some of you may know, we received a sizable estate from Maie and Myrl Nygren when they 
passed away several years ago. Though some of their more precious pieces were accessioned before Marilyn 
and I arrived, many more have been sitting unsorted in storage lockers. Starting in late May, the staff came 
together as a team to bring the objects to the museum and begin to process them. The moving itself took 2 
days and 6 loads of a 10 foot Uhaul. Thankfully, I have moved a lot and packed a fair number of trucks, so 
I’ve gotten pretty good at playing Tetris with boxes and furniture! We moved the artifacts into the house on 
Tolas Place and then started the much longer process of sorting them. There were some truly amazing finds 
in there, such as Walter Nygren’s papers from his honey business and glassware the sisters purchased on 
trips to Europe in the 1950s, but Maie and Myrl, as we all do, also had their fair share of things that were 
broken or not particularly historically significant. Marilyn, Donna, Dan, and I all worked together to sort the 
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Nygren sisters’ possessions into these two categories. Sometime soon we plan to sell some of the pieces we 
have chosen not to accession in order to raise money for the Museum Association. But in the meantime, we 
have begun to officially catalog the rest of the artifacts. Now that the exhibits are up, Marilyn and I are back at 
work sorting the Nygren sisters’ papers and housing them in acid-free containers so that they are preserved 
for future generations. 

One of the collections from the Nygrens we are very excited about is their large collection of 
cookbooks and recipe clippings. We hope sometime in the near future to use this information, along with 
other resources, to help create a temporary exhibit on the history of food in Fallon. We hope to look at trends 
in recipes over the past 150 years or so, and launch it early next year. 

However, we’ve gotten pretty good at creating one exhibit at a time. We even did Linkin’ the Country 
on the Lincoln Highway and Operation Haylift at the same time. So now we’re going for something a bit 
more ambitious. The museum has partnered with Enel energy to create an exhibit on renewable energy in 
Churchill County. We are already well underway with research on that and hope sometime soon to tour both 
one of Enel’s plants and the Lahontan Dam. We currently plan to use historic and contemporary photos as 
well as interactive mechanisms that show and explain how different types of electricity are generated. In 
concert with this, we plan to also do some updates to the Lahontan Dam exhibit as they share a wall and are 
linked by their topics. At this point, we do not have a timetable on when this exhibit will open, but it will 
likely be sometime next year. 

In general, over the next few years we hope to balance the production of temporary exhibits, to keep 
our large gallery space fresh and vibrant, with the reworking and updating of our permanent exhibits. Some 
of the permanents, like Operation Haylift, will be small and others, like the Green Energy exhibit, will be 
quite large. We hope that you continue to support us as we continue moving forward! 

In the Museum Store...
Check out our new line of  Folkmanis Puppets

Don’t leave without the home version of our-
Lincoln Highway Game

Nothing Says,”I Love You “
Like a Heart Pendant



Museum Hours
March 1st-November 31

Tuesday- Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10am-3pm
Closed Mondays

December 1-February 28
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-4pm

Sunday 10am-3pm
Closed Mondays

Board of Directors

Bob Getto, Jr. — President

Jennie Mader — Vice President

Nancy Balash — Treasurer

Sue Chambers — Secretary

Carl Erquiaga — County Representative

Members:  Ginny Dugan,  Doris Dwyer,

 Daniel Hilliker, Sandy Hillery, Jennie Mader, 

Bruce Mills, and Nathan Strong

ChurchillCounty Museum Association
1050 S. Maine Street
Fallon Nevada 89406

 Phone: 775-423-3677 Fax 775-423-3662
Email info@ccmuseum.org

Non-Profit
Organization

US Postage Paid
Fallon NV

89406
Permit No 13

Churchill County Museum Staff
Dan Ingram—Museum Director

Marilyn Goble — Curator

Raeburn “Rae” Sottile  — Curator

Donna Cossette — Registrar
Gretchen Felte — Education Curator

Paulie Alles — Museum Assistant
Cathie Richardson —Museum Assistant
Brianna Schwab — Museum Assistant

Allison Frost — Intern

Check Your Membership Expiration Date on Your Mailing Label

See Page 5 for the Renewal Form! 


