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From the Museum Store... Stockings and Stuffers
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From the Director
Dan Ingram
Director, Churchill County Museum

It has been a busy Fall. Our planning and programming is progressing nicely.  We kicked off fall with great 
lecture series and we are preparing for the launch of our new children’s book series The Adventures of Be-
atrice Badger.  We have been talking for several years about this concept, and it was only when we brought 
Gretchen Felte and Cathie Richardson together that were able to bring this concept to fruition.  Gretchen’s 
writing and Cathy’s artistry have really brought Beatrice to life, which is amazing since Beatrice is a taxider-
my badger. Please join us for the Book Launch party on the 23rd.  Beatrice will eventually have her own line 
of merchandise in the Museum Store.  She will be featured on a t-shirt and available in puppet form.

We are again hosting Copper Queen 1915 Outpost of the JuliaC.  Bullette1864 Chapter of E Clampus Vitus 
on November 16.  Come and enjoy their fine spaghetti.  Proceeds benefit the museum, from 11Am to 7 Pm.

Ring in the New Year at the Museum with the 2nd Annual Churchill Library Association and Churchill 
County Museum Association New Year’s Eve Black and White Masquerade.  Enjoy the night with a light late 
supper, auctions, raffles, a scavenger hunt and dancing on the Library and Museum Associations’ s spectacu-
lar dance floor.  Tickets are going fast.  Tables of 8 are available for $480, single tickets are $65.  This event is 
a great way to support two important community institutions at the same time.  Proceeds are divided equally 
by the Library and the Museum and are used by both to fund activities throughout the year.

I am very excited about our upcoming exhibit, A Scratch and Sniff Christmas.  In an effort to engage all of 
our senses, the exhibit will highlight some of the traditional scents of the holiday.  Our strategic plan called 
for us to explore exhibition and interpretive techniques that can help us tell the history of our community.  
Smell is perhaps the most evocative of our senses and the one that most frequently triggers memory.  This 
exhibit can help us explore this technique as we work to upgrade our exhibits.  We will likely be asking you 
to tell us what smells are evocative of Churchill County.  Is it the smell of fresh mown alfalfa; is it the smell of 
horses at the Rodeo or bat guano at Hidden Cave?  Each of these likely evokes a memory or two.  I was think-
ing we should do an exhibit called History Stinks! or Making Scents of History.  Stay tuned.  

The curators are working on some great ideas for the coming year’s temporary exhibit program, while pro-
posing some upgrades to our long-term exhibits.  It will be hard to beat their work on the Lincoln Highway, 
I think we will continue to see high quality exhibits produced by our talented staff.    I anxiously await Be-
atrice’s next adventure.   We are also looking at working with the library on an exciting Virtual Reality proj-
ect, the Bureau of Reclamaintion on a water exhbit and several other exciting partnerships.  So the coming 
year is going to be be one of great progress for the museum!  I hope we can count on your continued support.  
Please take a moment to check your mailiing label and see if your membership is current.  

So Happy Holidays, Happy New Year, and I hope to see you at the museum.

Dan
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Education and Programming Notes
Gretchen Felte
Education Curator

 As soon as school starts, we must kiss the lazy days of summer away and usher in the wild, swirling days 
of fall. The museum is not exempt to these changes. The students fade from the discovery room, and stillness 
falls over the space.  During this time, the expectations of my job seem to take me out of the building.  
              At the Cantaloupe Festival, the museum was busy making rope,  Beatrice puppets, and spreading the 
word about the Lincoln Highway Exhibit. Two expert rope makers, Brianna and Allison, were busy twirling and 
delighting active participants while I helped children with puppets and tattoos. Beatrice, our mischievous badger 
mascot, was no help at all.  Once she breathed in the sweet scents of “carny” food, she disappeared. The Canta-
loupe King, with his keen sense of smell, was able to retrieve her for us. Silly badger, you can’t take her anywhere! 
 The Fall Lecture Series highlighted the effects various industries had on Nevada through the years.  Al-
though I didn’t obtain the approval for teacher in-service certification, the lectures were well attended.  From the 
Transcontinental Railroad to Harolds Club, the attendees walked away with more insight.  After the last lecture, 
the museum staff participated in the Nevada Museum Association Conference in Ely, Nevada. We took part in 
lectures and workshops, networked with other museum staff, and fine-tuned our mission for our small rural 
museum. I gained a better vision for enhancing educational programming here  .  
 Between lecture series, presentations at schools, and Hidden Cave tours, it was a whirlwind of a fall!  But 
the year isn't over, and winter’s coming.  And then, this happened...

“Why not go out 
on a limb?  

That’s where the 
fruit is.”

 It started as a quick idea.  It was just a thought. As the curators began to prepare for the Lincoln Highway 
exhibit, I was busy trying to create something exciting for children in the Discovery Room.   We bounced the 
idea of a book, but I was not sure how to make it come to life.  I mulled it around in my head for a few weeks and 
finally "went out on a limb!"  I started to put my thoughts together, and the adventure began!    With a launch 
party approaching, The Adventures of Beatrice Badger has taken on a life of its own!  A cuddly story featuring 
the Discovery Room’s mascot was born.  With beautiful illustrations by Cathie Richardson, this adventure has 
morphed into a series of books, events, and activities intended for elementary school-aged children.  The stories 
are designed to introduce places and people unique to Fallon, Churchill County, and Nevada.  The first book 
presents Beatrice's great grandmother, her adventure on the Lincoln Highway, and explains how Beatrice's family 
became members of the Fallon community.  The next in the series, out next October, will focus on Native Ameri-
can traditions and Hidden Cave.   
 Thanks so much to Cathie Richardson and her amazing talent.  She brought the story to life and created 
many beloved characters.  Thank you also for all who helped to put the little touches on the book, whether it be 
through editing, observations, or creative plot twists.  It was very much appreciated.  
 Please join us for the launch party featuring Beatrice Badger, the book, and family fun for everyone!  Stay 
tuned and keep up with "Beatrice's Buzz!"
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Become a Member or 
Renew your Membership 

to the Churchill County Museum
(check your mailing label for your membership expiration date)

Your membership helps the Churchill County Museum Association 
by providing funds to publish this newsletter, aid in artifact and 

archival preservation and expand the historical and 
interpretive programs for our community.

Membership Benefits
• Receive Four Newletter per year
• 10% discount on most items in the Museum Store (20% during our annual sale in November & December)
• Invitations and special notice to Museum events
• Eligibility to join the Churchill County Federal Credit Union

Name:

Company:

Address:

City:    State:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Beatrice Badger Club (Under18)  $15.00 q    q Business Wagon Master    $50.00 q q

Senior (60+)                                     $20.00   q    q Business Pioneer                $75.00 q q

Individual                                        $25.00    q q Business Homesteader    $100.00 q q

Family   (Badger Sett)                   $30.00     q     q Business Dam Builder     $250.00 q q

Wagon Master                               $50.00      q     q Business Aviator                $500.00 q q

Pioneer                                           $75.00     q     q
Please make Checks Payable to:

Churchill County Museum Association
1050 S. Maine Street

Fallon NV 89406

Homesteader                              $100.00     q     q

Dam Builder                             $250.00       q q

Aviator                                     $500.00         q   q Thank You for Your Support!

Individual Membership Levels         New    Renewal Business Membership Levels        New     Renewal
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Churchill  County Annual 
Holiday Open House

The Churchill County Museum staff wishes you a happy holiday season 
and invites you to join us for our holiday open house!

Sunday, December 15th 11am-1pm
Family Fun for Everyone! 

Featuring crafts, snacks, and photos with Santa!
At 1pm our annual Tintabulations Handbell ensemble concert

will begin. 

Also be sure to check out A Scratch ‘n’ Sniff Christmas, our child-friend-
ly scent-sory 

stimulating temporary exhibit, running November 27-December 29! 
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Upcoming Events
NOVEMBER
November 16, Spaghetti Feed, Sponsored by Copper Queen 19 an Outpost of the Julia Bullette 1864   
                      Chapter of E Clampus Vtus, 11:00 Am -7:00 Pm
November20, Block of the Month Lunch. Begins at noon
November 23, Beeatrice Badger Book Launch Party, 11:00Am - 1:00 Pm 
November 28-29, Museum Closed Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
December 14, Hidden Cave Tour.  Meet at the Museum at 9:30 Am
December 15, Holiday Open House with Santa, the Tintabulations and Family Fun! 11:00Am-3:00 Pm
December 18, Block of the Month Lunch. Begins at noon
December 25, Museum Closed
Decmber 31,  Black and White Masquerade at the Museum 8:00pm-12:00 Am
 
JANUARY
January 1, Museum Closed
January 11,Hidden Cave Tour.  Meet at the Museum at 9:30 Am
January 15, Block of the Month Lunch. Begins at noon
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Curator’s Notes
Marilyn Goble
Curator

Hello Fallon!
I hope everyone had a fun and safe Halloween. I can’t believe Rae and I have been here almost an entire year! 
This year has been one of learning, growing, and connecting with others.
Our Lincoln Highway Exhibit Reception went off without a hitch! We had a great turn out and everyone en-
joyed themselves. During the reception, many people played the floor version of the “A Trip Across the Lincoln 
Highway” board game and you can hear the enjoyment and competitiveness of everyone who played! The fun 
continued to the next day we celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the 1919 military convoy across the U.S. on 
the Lincoln Highway with the Lincoln Highway Association! The Association convoy arrived early on Septem-
ber 14th and the museum hosted a dinner for them. After dinner, they left for the Fallon Theater where we were 
honored to have Mrs. Cecelia Otto who performed her show the “American Songline: Songs of World War 1.” 
Because they were impressed with our exhibit, the Nevada Chapter of the Lincoln Highway Association decided 
to hold their next meeting at the end of October at our museum! We worked with Mr. Brian Suen to make that 
happen and prepared the gallery for the meeting. Toward the end of the week of the meeting, we finished pre-
paring for it. We set out the tables and chairs as well as made sure the game on the floor was clean and all of the 
magnets were present on the Packing the Car game. Another thing that I made sure of was that all of the pieces 
for the board game were repainted and that took me about 2 hours!
On the day of the meeting, we met at the museum and greeted the members of the Nevada Chapter of the Lin-
coln Highway Association. We helped to make sure everything was set up and working correctly and stayed in 
the background. Toward the end of the meeting, Mr. Brian Suen came over to Rae and I and asked if we could 
follow him over to where the meeting was and told us to sit in 2 chairs. At the end of the meeting, he introduced 
us as the ones who created the exhibit and everyone told us that we did a good job on it. They were so impressed 
with the exhibit that they inquired if there was a way to turn this into a traveling exhibit!
The second week of October saw most of the employees of the Churchill County Museum in Ely, Nevada for the 
Nevada Museum Association Conference. This was exciting on many different levels because not only was this 
mine and Rae’s first professional museum conference but, it also allowed us to connect with other professionals 
in the field and learn new things. 
A fun aspect of the conference was that I got to spend my birthday week with other professionals from all over 
Nevada and one that was from Canada! The people that attended were interesting and fun to get to know, espe-
cially when we went stargazing out at the Charcoal Ovens. The night that we went stargazing the temperature 
dipped down to about 10 degrees Fahrenheit! It was freezing, but it was fun to gather around one of the picnic 
tables, eat soup and sandwiches, and just hang out with each other!
The classes at the conference gave Rae and I the idea to create a New Staff/Volunteer Guide that would contain 
all of the information a volunteer or a new staff member would need. This packet would include many things 
like the history of the museum and what we do, a layout of the museum, the staff positions and duties, instruc-
tions on how to use Past Perfect, and a copy of our Collections Policy, etc. By creating this packet, we hope that 
any future volunteers and new staff members will be able to navigate around the museum and its procedures 
comfortably. 
Speaking of Collections Policy, the conference also provided us with an opportunity to read through and update 
ours in order to add new information and to correct the outdated information. In our new Collection Policy, 
we have clarified some definitions, updated how we handle loans, and overall made it easier to understand and 
follow. 
Despite how fun and educational it was, we were all ready to head back home at the end of the week. The trip 
back home was relaxing (despite being stuck for about 30 minutes at a construction zone), and long and we 



MuseNews Winter 2019 Page 12 Churchill County Museum 

were ready to be out of the car for a while when we got back!
In the weeks after the conference, we have settled back into our routines and started on new projects. I have 
worked on several projects and one of them being organizing and inventorying the Harmon School District 
files. While we were organizing the Research Room, Rae and I discovered a box on the Harmon School District 
that had not been organized or inventoried. So for a little over a week, I organized the files by year and orga-
nized them into a filing cabinet drawer and two boxes that now reside beside the filing cabinet. In addition to 
organizing the information, I inserted the folders into Past Perfect to make them more easily searchable for fu-
ture researchers. While organizing I found several neat black and white photos from the school reunion in 1990 
and many different maps of the layout of the school district. My favorite one was a colored layout of the entire 
district!
After this was completed I moved on to working on our Truckee-Carson Irrigation District filing cabinet. The 
files that are in the cabinet are not organized in any particular order and there was a box beside it that had con-
tained random TCID papers that also were not organized. I have spent the past week and a half starting to sort 
all of the papers in chronological order, and that is just the first step! After all of the papers are sorted in chrono-
logical order then I will organize them by topic within those years. The final step will be to add the files to Past 
Perfect so that they would be easily searchable in the future.
Lastly, I am excited to announce that we are creating a new music permanent exhibit in the Dodge Fitz Gallery. I 
have already found many interesting artifacts, one of them is an accordion that had been in this particular fami-
ly for four generations! Be sure to come by and check it out when we put it up at the beginning of 2020.

That’s all from me for now. Have a great end of the year and we hope to see you soon. 

God bless!
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Curator’s Notes
Raeburn “Rae” Sottile
Curator

As Marilyn and I enter our last quarter of our first year here at Churchill County Museum, I can’t help but think 
about all the learning and growth we’ve experienced over the past ten months. We are really beginning to get a 
handle on our roles as curators and are continuing to work on working to further professionalize this institution. 
You may have realized reading Marilyn’s section that most of our work these past few months has been behind 
the scenes. This will be true in my section as well, though I will be able to share some details about upcoming 
exhibits near the end. 
While Marilyn has been hard at work sorting TCID and Harmon School materials, I found some complex collec-
tions of my own. I first discovered a large cache of reference materials and newspaper clippings from the 1980s 
and early 90s, which have now been sorted and placed in reference files for researchers who come to the museum. 
This wound up leading me down the rabbit hole of our institutional history, as many of these clippings had to do 
with previous work the museum has done. We now have several drawers of information about our past exhibits 
and events, and knowing what we’ve done in the past has given us inspiration for what we hope to do in the fu-
ture. Having this further organized also means that we have better access to the research past curators have done 
for when we want to revisit topics or rework exhibits. This will be very important as we work towards revitalizing 
the museum in the coming years 
As we move forward with these changes, though, we want to make sure that we keep in contact with the com-
munity throughout to find out what works and what doesn’t. To help facilitate this, we have implemented a video 
feedback booth near our gift shop. This gives visitors a chance to let us know what they’re thinking, what we’re 
doing well, and what we can improve upon. It also 
allows for visitors to tell us about what stories we’re 
missing so that we can expand to include those stories 
in the future. So please drop by and let us know what 
you think! 
We will have plenty of things to get feedback on and 
chances to take your feedback into account, because 
we have adopted a very ambitious exhibit plan for 
the next several years. Our hope going forward is to 
mount four temporary exhibits and update or create 
two permanent exhibits per year. Right now we have 
a tentative plan through the end of 2022, and we are 
hard at work trying to get it all done.
One of the ways we hope to meet this goal is by both 
mounting some smaller temporary exhibits as well 
as creating temporary exhibits that are in some ways 
extensions of the permanent exhibits. We are start-
ing right away with our newest temporary exhibit, A 
Scratch ‘N’ Sniff Christmas, which we are mounting 
with Gretchen, our education curator. It’s a very new 
and exciting concept, where we hope to use some in-house created scratch ‘n’ sniffs to create a new sensory expe-
rience. We also talk a little bit about the history of Scratch ‘N’ Sniff and the science behind smell, so I encourage 
you to come and check it out! This exhibit opens on Wednesday, November 27th and will run until the end of the 
year. Also mark your calendars for our Holiday Open House, which will be Sunday, December 15 from 11 to 1, 
followed by a Tintabulations Handbell Choir performance starting immediately after. 

A Scratch ‘N’ Sniff Christmas, though very innovative, will be smaller in scope and size 
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than either our Lincoln Highway or Joyce Alcorn exhibits. This has given us more time to work on other upcom-
ing exhibits. We will also be using some of the graphics and information from Linkin’ the Country on the Lin-
coln Highway to give our permanent Lincoln Highway exhibit a significant facelift by the end of the year. We are 
hoping to continue to follow this pattern – creating temporary exhibits that are a bit smaller or on closely related 
topics to the permanent exhibits we are updating – in order to keep new and exciting things coming in both our 
temporary and permanent galleries. 
Much of our three-year plan we are not ready to discuss, as it is still tentative, but we can tell you what’s coming 
next: In honor of the Fallon Theatre’s 100th birthday, we will be creating an exhibit detailing its history called 
The Fallon Theatre: A Century of Change. Much of the space of the exhibit will be dedicated to the Theatre’s early 
history with the intent of getting visitors to think about how the moviegoing experience has changed since the 
1920s. We plan to screen shorts from the early 20th century and give visitors the chance to try their hand and 
providing accompaniment to those shorts. We will also be bringing the Fallon Theatre’s story through to the 21st 
century by including the work Fallon Community Theatre, Inc. has been doing. We are planning to launch in 
mid-January, so keep an eye on your mailbox for those postcards! 
From here on out, every temporary exhibit will also be accompanied by a limited time photobooth option! We 
currently have a Lincoln Highway and Beatrice Badger option, and after the closure of the Lincoln Highway 
exhibit our Christmas option will be returning temporarily.  Be sure to come by and get your picture taken! 
Similarly, we have also made some slight tweaks to our website to make it easier to navigate and we’ll be trying to 
keep it updated more regularly, so be sure to check in and also follow us on Facebook, if you are not already. 
The next thing on the docket, other than making sure A Scratch ‘N’ Stiff Christmas and The Fallon Theatre: A 
Century of Change are ready for install, is preparing for the New Year’s Eve Black and White Masquerade which 
we are holding in collaboration with the Churchill County Library. Though the bulk of the work for this event 
has been done by Gretchen, Dan, and other members of the planning committee, I was able to contribute by 
creating a special scavenger hunt just for the event. You’ll have to comb the museum, looking for black and white 
objects. If this sounds like fun, there is still time to get tickets! Just stop by the Museum, Library, or Jo’s Stillwater 
Tearoom. I hope to see you all there! 
For now, I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season. See you in 2020! 
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Members Discount is 20% in
November and December



Museum Hours
March 1st-November 31

Tuesday- Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10am-3pm
Closed Mondays

December 1-February 28
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-4pm

Sunday 10am-3pm
Closed Mondays

Board of Directors

Bob Getto, Jr. — President

Jennie Mader — Vice President

Nancy Balash — Treasurer

Sue Chambers — Secretary

Carl Erquiaga — County Representative

Members:  Doris Dwyer,  Daniel Hilliker, 

Sandy Hillery, Jennie Mader, Bruce Mills, 

and Nathan Strong

ChurchillCounty Museum Association
1050 S. Maine Street
Fallon Nevada 89406

 Phone: 775-423-3677 Fax 775-423-3662
Email info@ccmuseum.org

Non-Profit
Organization

US Postage Paid
Fallon NV

89406
Permit No 13

Churchill County Museum Staff

Dan Ingram—Museum Director

Marilyn Goble — Curator

Raeburn “Rae” Sottile  — Curator

Donna Cossette — Registrar

Gretchen Felte — Education Curator

Paulie Alles — Museum Assistant

Cathie Richardson —Museum Assistant

Brianna Schwab — Museum Assistant

Allison Frost — Intern

Check Your Membership Expiration Date on Your Mailing Label

See Page 5 for the Renewal Form! 


